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Columbia to land SORCE launch first
Saturday, 9:15 a.m. step in study of Sun

▲ Mission Update:  On Saturday  Space shut-
tle Columbia’s astronauts completed an experi-
ment studying the activity of bone cells in
microgravity and began final tests with a technol-
ogy demonstration designed to investigate the be-
havior of capillary-pumped loops in space as the
16-day international science mission completed
Flight Day 10.  Columbia is expected to land at
KSC Saturday, Feb. 1, at 9:15 a.m.

▲ ELV Update: NASA’s Solar Radiation and Climate Ex-
periment (SORCE) successfully launched Saturday aboard a
Pegasus XL rocket over the Atlantic Ocean. Dropped from the
wing of an L-1011 carrier aircraft at 3:14 p.m. EST, separation
of the spacecraft from the rocket occurred 10 minutes and 46
seconds after launch at about 3:24 p.m.  Initial contact with the
satellite was made seven seconds after separation via a NASA
communications satellite network.  Approximately 21 days
after launch, if all is going well, the instruments will start ini-
tial science data collection and calibration will begin. The
spacecraft will study the Sun’s influence on our Earth and will
measure from space how the Sun affects the Earth's ozone
layer, atmospheric circulation, clouds, and oceans.

� Last Week To Register for Environmental
& Energy Awareness Week Celebration
April 2003 -- Mark your calendars for April 21-
23, to attend the activities for the Environmental
& Energy Awareness Week in celebration of

Earth Day!  If you are interesting in participating in this year’s
event as an exhibitor and/or presenter, you can still register
online by January 31 at the Web site
http://environmental.ksc.nasa.gov/eeaw/eeaw2003/register.ht
m .  If you have any problems with the registration on line,
please contact Barbara Naylor at 867-8452 or e-mail Bar-
bara.A.Naylor@nasa.gov. Watch for future articles.

� STS-113 Crew Return Crew Return -- Commander Jim
Wetherbee, Pilot Paul Lockhart and Mission Specialist John
Herrington are currently scheduled to be at KSC on Wednes-
day, Feb. 5, to talk about their mission.    Their presentation to
employees will be held in the KSC Training Auditorium from
2 - 3 p.m.

� Education Opportunities -- The University of Miami
will begin accepting applications for the summer 2003 se-
mester of the Master of Science in Management of Technol-
ogy (MSMOT) and Master of Science in Industrial
Engineering (MSIE) degrees. Both programs will be taught at
the Space Coast. Courses are held Friday evenings and Satur-
days to accommodate working professionals. For more infor-
mation and to receive an application/brochure, please call
Augusto Roca, program administrator, at 1-305-284-4100 or
send e-mail to augusto@miami.edu.
� Did You Know?  New Roadway Construction on
NASA Parkway  Starts This Week.    Please note that
intersection improvements for the new Space Commerce
Way Northwestern Leg road project are scheduled from
Monday, Jan. 27,  through Friday, Feb. 28.  The intersec-
tion is located at the existing NASA Parkway/S-Band
Road intersection, approximately 3/4-mile west of the
KSC Visitors Complex.  The posted speed limit during
construction will be 35 mph.  During construction, two
lanes of traffic will be open in both the east- and west-
bound directions during the morning and afternoon rush
hours.  There will be lane closures during non-peak times.
Also, access to NASA Parkway westbound from S-Band
Road may be restricted.  For more information, please
contact Steve Szabo (JEA) at 269-2950 or Chris Wellman
(DNPSS) at 449-4361.  �
very Tuesday & Thursday.
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